
 "ַוִּיְׁשֲאלּו ִאיׁש ְלֵרֵעהּו ְלָׁשלֹום"    

       Caring About Each Other 

 

Shabbat, August 11th, Jews worldwide will welcome the last month of the current Jewish year, the 

month of Elul-אלול. It's the month that one spends in a "spiritual Jewish Academy" in preparation for the 

High Holy Days,  a  

month later. Its time to review one's contributions to humanity. Specifically, in this beautiful and 

majestic world that G-d created, did I do anything to enhance the quality of life for my fellow human 

being? From the Book of Leviticus-ויקרא-chapter 19: 

ֱא&ֶהי� ֲאִני לֹא ְתַקֵּלל ֵחֵרׁש ְוִלְפֵני ִעֵּור לֹא ִתֵּתן ִמְכֹׁשל ְוָיֵראָת ּמֵ  יד .לֹא ַתֲעֹׁשק ֶאת ֵרֲע� ְולֹא ִתְגֹזל לֹא ָתִלין ְּפֻעַּלת ָׂשִכיר ִאְּת� ַעד ֹּבֶקר יג

לֹא ֵתֵל0 ָרִכיל ְּבַעֶּמי�. לֹא ַתֲעֹמד ַעל ַּדם  טז .לֹא ַתֲעׂשּו ָעֶול ַּבִּמְׁשָּפט. לֹא ִתָּׂשא ְפֵני ָדל ְולֹא ֶתְהַּדר ְּפֵני ָגדֹול, ְּבֶצֶדק ִּתְׁשֹּפט ֲעִמיֶת� טו .'ה

לֹא ִתֹּקם ְולֹא ִתֹּטר ֶאת ְּבֵני ַעֶּמ� ְוָאַהְבָּת  יח .ֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת ֲעִמיֶת� ְולֹא ִתָּׂשא ָעָליו ֵחְטאלֹא ִתְׂשָנא ֶאת ָאִחי� ִּבְלָבֶב�, ה יז .'ֲאִני ה ֵרֶע�.

 'ֲאִני ה ָּכמֹו�, ְלֵרֲע�

13 “‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. 

“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight. 

14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but 

fear your God. I am the Lord. 

15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to 

the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 

16 “‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. 

“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the Lord. 

17 “‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor 

frankly so you will not share in their guilt. 

18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your 

people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord." 

Each one can complement the beauty of this world by acting kindly to other 

people. Overcoming one's selfishness in pursuit of peace for the sake of 

peace will allow humanity to enjoy the bounty of G-d's blessings. Shalom-

 the cornerstone of wholesomeness is the essence of a world that truly ,שלום 

brings joy in our lives. Pursue peace and reap its blessed bounties. May G-d 

grant each of you the following blessing for the coming Jewish Year 5779-

 :ט"תשע



Psalm 122: v. 7 "May there be peace within your walls 

    and security within your citadels. 
 

For the sake of my family and friends, 

    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 

 ("וָתִי0"(קכב זַׁשְלָוה ְּבַאְרְמנֹ  ְּבֵחיֵל0 ְיִהי־ָׁש&ום)

 

With blessings for a peaceful month of Elul- אלול, 
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